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Abstract This is the translation of the first four chapters in Silent Spring written by Rachel Carson more than half a
century ago. This translation is based on the text published by Penguin Books in 1965 and reprinted in Penguin
Classics in 2000. We are planning to publish the translation of all the chapters here and in the next several volumes
except that of chapters 5 and 12, whose tentative translation we have already made public in another journal. We
know that there is a free and quick translation by Ryouichi Aoki, but we wanted to read the original closely so that we
could fully understand in our mind what Rachel Carson had to say. Though it took time, we have enjoyed pondering
the meaning of Rachel’s words. She told us the impacts of chemicals and radioactive substance on our environment
which we share with other living things. She gave us a warning a long time ago. Nevertheless, Homo sapiens is not so
afraid of being attacked by weapons of mass destruction he himself invented as a kind of magic remedy for eliminating
insects and weeds. Nor is he afraid of another kind of lethal weapons whether they are missiles or power stations.
Today we have another kind of threat of global warming to our planet. Now is the time we should read once again
Silent Spring, from which we can learn a great deal, especially her ways of thinking. We hope this translation will help

you read one of the twentieth-century classics.

Key words — environment, living things, radiation, chemicals, insecticide, herbicide, arsenic, chlorinated hydrocarbons,
DDT, degenerative changes, chlordane, dieldrin, resistance, heptachlor, aldrin, endrin, organic phosphates,
malathion, parathion, systemic insecticides, selenium, schradan, sodium arsenite, dinitrophenol, pentachlorophenol,
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