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An Essay on William Klein
—What Makes a Photograph Photograph Proper?
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Graininess and blurring are significant features in William Klein’s photography. I elaborately study in this article the
effects that these features give to his photographs and make clear what standing the postmodern artistic photographs
take and moreover, what they are capable to express.

Photographs were originally taken for copies of some piece of reality. The people who looked at photographs took
them to be windows, so to speak, through which they intended to look at the piece of reality photographed. The piece
of reality photographed was a copy of the piece of reality which must exist behind the copy, or in other words, on the
other side of the window. Klein has overturned such standing of photography, viz. photographs-being-copies; he has
denied the reality of an object to be photographed and consequently changed photographs from the window to look at a
piece of reality through to one piece of reality. A photograph itself is one piece of reality now, or a photograph itself is
what is looked at as a piece of reality. He intends to show works of photography whose standing photographic pictures

themselves alone give meaning to.
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