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Abstract

on pre-war and post-war period. After critical examination of dominant explanations, the article will show post-

This article tries to explain how Japanese medical policy had developed, especially focusing

war health care provision had been locked-in by National Mobilization System during WW?2. Rural public health
services had been promoted both for civil and military reasons with newly-institutionalized resident public health
nurses responsible for mainly maternal health. Government-run hospitals were planned to build systematically
nationwide to hospitalize necessary patients in much earlier stages so that national “physical power (Tairyoku) ”
as a whole would be kept at better level. These factors, of course, did not directly produce modern welfare system
in Japan. Medical system today, however, would not have been realized without the factors; they are prerequisites

for liberal welfare state.
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