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During the 1840s, ether, chloroform, and then nitrous oxide were first used in surgical practice as anesthetic
agents. Ether was introduced as an alternative to the practice of mesmerism as a preexisting anesthetic technique. The
first public demonstration of ether anesthesia took place by an American dentist William Morton and the surgeon John
Warren in Boston in October 1846. An American botanist Francis Boott heard the news about ether, some three weeks
later when the post arrived by sea from the east coast of America. Boott watched dental surgeon James Robinson
administer the first ether anesthetic in England on 19th December 1846. Robinson removed a tooth of a patient at the
home of Boott in London. Before this, speed was the only determinant of a successful surgeon. The suffering was
intense, and most patients were held or strapped down. As Queen Victoria relied on scientific method using Chloroform
anesthesia in labor, Victorians became unbound from pain with the victory of science over mesmerism. The first dental
surgery with anesthetic given in England represents modern medical science and technique that became unbound from
old methods like mesmerism and superstitious healing. The introduction of anesthesia in Victorian England not only
made patients unbound from pain but also became one of contributing factors that distinguished the roles of surgeons

and apothecaries and placed them higher than before in social standing.
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