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Abstract

This article tries to clarify how important role sub-national and local governments play to promote health

care policy nationwide. As have been studied, mutual-dependent Inter-governmental relations are required to build

well-structured welfare state of which health care system functions as the core. Closer looking at health care system,

however, local government does not have enough element to govern the policy; stuff, hospital, and authority. Most

clinics and hospitals in Japan are privately owned; few doctors as medical policy expert work for governmental office;

government has very limited authority for facility and doctor arrangement. Since Japanese local governments have

long been pursuing for preventive health care, they have ability for the programs including methods and trained stuff.

Progressing society aging, local governments will play more important role in terms of health care economy and more

attention for the policy would be paid.
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