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Abstract

This paper is the translation of the first half of the book by J. Robert Barth titled The Symbolic Imagination:

Coleridge and the Romantic Tradition (2001), written about the nature of symbol in the work of Samuel Taylor

Coleridge as one of the eminent Romantic poets and literary critics in the nineteenth century England. Barth shows

that symbol is central to Coleridge’s intellectual endeavor in poetry and criticism as well as in philosophy and theology.

For Coleridge, symbol is essentially a religious reality, participating in the nature of a sacrament as an encounter

between material and spiritual reality. He reflects studies on Coleridge from the past to the present (“Past and Present:

A Prologue”), and then argues Coleridge’s theological background on his theories of imagination and sacrament as

symbol (“1. Theological Foundations of Coleridge on Imagination™; “2. Symbol as Sacrament”)
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