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Abstract This is the translation of three chapters, sixth (Earth’s Green Mantle), seventh (Needless Havoc) and eighth (And
No Birds Sing) in Silent Spring written by Rachel Carson more than half a century ago. This translation is based on
the text published by Penguin Books in 1965 and reprinted in Penguin Classics in 2000. We have already published the
translation of the first four chapters last year here in this journal and made public the tentative translation of chapters
5 and 12 in another journal. Despite the warnings from Rachel Carson, new kinds of insecticides and herbicides
are easily available and in use, especially in Japan, where regulations do not seem so strict compared with those of
other developed countries in the world. Neonicotinoids, possible involvement of which some research suggests in the
surprising rise in the number of beehive losses, are the most notorious. We are also facing a creeping aggression of
glyphosate, a systemic herbicide from the other side of the Pacific. It is reported that in North America the number of
birds has decreased by 29 percent (almost three billion) since 1970 because of the growing use of pesticides as well as
the disappearance of meadows and prairies. We should pay attention to Rachel Carson, who showed us not only how

chemicals impacted on nature but also how we should deal with our environmental problems.

Key words — sagebrush and grouse, natural system, sage eradication, ecological destruction, chemical treatment, selective
spraying, 2,4-D, resistance to insecticides, ragweed, crabgrass, biological control, the Klamath weed and beetles, the
prickly pears and Argentine moth, crusade against insects, aldrin, the Japanese beetle, natural controls, heptachlor,
DDT, dieldrin, milky disease, Dutch elm disease, biological magnifiers, forest genetics, seed treatment and dressing,
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