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Abstract This document reprints a part of the handwritten diary of Hiroyuki Takata, 1914-1977, a senior official of the
Ministry of Health and Welfare in Japan, with an introduction.

Takata’s life shows a path common to most high-ranked bureaucrats in the mid-twentieth century in Japan.
Graduating from the University of Tokyo in 1936, he joined the Ministry of Interior and was transferred in 1941 to
the Ministry of Health and Welfare, which was divided from the Interior Ministry. During the World War II and the
aftermath, Takata swiftly got promoted and was appointed as the vice minister, one of the most high-ranked posts for
the bureaucrats in 1963. After retiring as a bureaucrat, he was elected as a candidate of the ruling Liberal Democratic
Party and occupied the seat of the House of Councilors until his death about for a decade.

In the period of this reprinted diary, Takata served Ministers of Health and Welfare as the Director-General of
Minister’s Secretariat, handling a wide range of the ministry’s operations and negotiating with lawmakers and
pressure groups. The diary provides us the details of policy processes during the initial stage of the rule by the Liberal

Democratic Party.
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