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Abstract

This paper discusses the senses of English prepositions at, on, and in followed by the gerund from a cognitive

semantic point of view. We especially focus on the differences with previous analyses of the locative senses and the

temporal senses of these prepositions. It is said that the gerund can express both a general situation and a concrete

situation. This paper claims that these two patterns have an influence on how the temporal senses of at, on, and in

followed by the gerund developed. As for the preposition az, not the sense of a point, which has been often discussed, but

its abstract sense of a place plays an important role of introducing a situation loosely that the following gerund expresses.
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1. 3L I

PGB O AT E ) at, on, inlX F & L T at the
station, on the ground, in the room ® X 9 |25
MEHL ZE S, TNRED L) LT Th 5
MERBHT AL EN TS, 2 1L, at the station
Tl the station ZIHFIAGIC D L HIZHEZ 5. on
the ground Tl the ground (Z3Zfil3 % #5012 FE A
%#MT%. 72, inthe room Tl the room DA}
oy & 2 OWNEBOMERREEHT L L N5,
Z LT, INLOEHEOIRE LT, 613
(1) &9 REMYAEL T2 (DI, 65
FOTRA 5 v 7 IZEHIZLDLLDTH D).
(la) TlR6 AKE120F LT, Thabbi
LLTFE LD, (1b) I (2011: 152-153)
22FICTH L, 1HABO) LOTBHICET 2
BT E7 (o) IZHESE O OB
WD EZ OB RTRKEDPFEEL 722 L 2 RT

(1) a. She will have arrived in France at the end of
June. (427 2012: 13) 2

b. I'll be at work on Saturday.
(V=7 ABERAR)
c. The fire broke out in the night.
(1 2012: 13)

bR MmAR I, BISC (2) OE)H)
Yl e tEo THM 2RI Y6 H 5. [V 1 X8
AYERNFEI] 12k B2 Y, (2a) @ At hearing his
name (X When he heard his name |2, (2b) @ On
getting out of my car {& As soon as I got out of my car

2, (2¢) @ In buying a car (& When you buy a car
IZENENE VBRI REE SN 5.

(2)  a.At hearing his name, Bill turned back as he
walked.

b. On getting out of my car, I noticed I'd shut

the key inside.
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c. In buying a car, what points are important?
(%7 4 25 D3RS

(2) OFIE & B TR S LB AR &
FETEENLFEFIIONWT, FEFIZ (1) X
I B ERBD GG L vt FefiFE & 5E
LTELZZZVWEREDNSL., L2ALLEHS, (2)
T L TV LDREHFATHL. Lrbl, £
L %3 (2) ®Dat, on, in ZEEIFRE L THRH D
FET O EV)ICDEL 5.

Z 2 CARRRTI, BiXFL ARG D Jeah il iE
at, on, in DEEBRIZOWT, FHEGIIAE S
MPOHGH, EREAITH. FiZatld, ETTTIC
ERL72MEB X OB ZEAOHEE (= (1a))
EWVH XD, MRS 8] Lv)ERICE -
T, BIRFINETEELZERL,IEAT D15
BLTWwWhAbEWwW) I EaiEmd A.

KEEOEII RO TH 5. 2 Hi CILHTEE
at, on, in TNZFNDOHPrFE L Kz, WLOI2H)
ZEIORREIZ OV, ATHIZE A BT 5. Hil
3EICIEBIAFI D RS A B ORTER at, on, in
FNEFNOERNSDL T WEDNT, E845. &
BT, BhAAE A BRI D at OFFRMEIID
WCAHEICHGRT 5. SHIIAROE LOHTH 5.

2. RITHABIEHR

2.1 giE& at, on, in DIGFHE EEEFERE

AREITIE, at, on, in FNFNDOMHTEE & M
REMBIL, TOTRICHL [0, [#Hm] 5
Fl OREFEEMERT 5.

2.1.1 A&z at

Bt & £ at OFILELITO 3) 1257 F. (3a)
lZ 10 Victoria Street L ) OFMAFEK L THB Y,
WHED—mze /o L)L T2 2 ehb
7%, (3b)I2BVT the station Z it L T 5.
EWV) DB, in the station & L 72HRICIZEROERN
ZWDL ZEDKDLENALDIZHT L, at the station
TERDOBENTZIT T2 CHUF IV 25612
WL %5720 ThH L ([V—=7 AP K]

%I Y) . 2 2T the station X S, Hi%
MICIEZ SN TWAEEZ LS,

(3)  a.They live at 10 Victoria Street.
(%7 2012: 12) *

b. T arrived at the station just in time.  (ibid.)

COXHITatiFHE MO LD IS, Bk
LT 2L VREH, RIS ZEATLENV)E
FkElbHo Twa, flziX, (3a) Eat 10
Victoria Street 2372 17 AUXLE L THRIZ LD H .
F72, (4) O called I3HFT % 59 at my house A%
HHI LT [LbFo7] OBPHRIIE S5,
COatfp L [EFEZ2IT72] & bR
SNEL. L oT, atll & o THFTE ML
Hantnsg,

(4)  He called at my house on his way home.
(ibid.)

77, (5) 1k [/8=F 1 o8T] &b [/8—7+«
DOFFIZ] EORE D720, Bz BMEO R
VIR RE 2 R EHEGICTH 5. HH 2 RTHE
12, —REZIET (6) LOBERNEREIS
DKL BN\, 2720, BETICAL Cis
Bl 2383 on, 2 e bERBREZIET O L
VI T, (5) & (6) BAREMICELRL (HE
2022: 34-35) 7.

(5)  We met at a party. (%7 2012: 12) 7
(6)  a.There’s a meeting at 2.30 this afternoon.

(%7 2012: 13) 2

b. She will have arrived in France at the end of
June. (= (1)
2.1.2 #i&& on
Wit & 9 on OFBNL(7) OED TH 5. (7a)
? on the sofa D & ) ZEEZTT%H L, (Tb) D
on the wall ® & 9 Ml (7c) @ on the ceiling
DE)BENEEZORTZENTES.
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(7)  a.Jane is sitting on the sofa.
(%20 2012: 71) 7
b. A beautiful picture was hanging on the wall.
(%7 2012:72) 7
c. Insects can walk on the ceiling.

(757 2015: 562) ©

T/, (7) ICAOGNZHZTTRL, (8) IR
ENLREF—VOBREHEVS L) RS
HLERT. o, LDEFEWIZE 2, on i
BOBE®REZAL TWEE VR 5.

(8)  The dog is on the chain.
(Y= =7 AFERIAH)

on DML (9) @ X ) ICKERIBES E oo b
#3. (9) X on OEEHFDO BB TH 5. (9a)
E—HEE ) HEEHICEL (cf. 11172011 152-
153) U, (9b) ZOEH®DI B 13 H & HE
DHOWIZHES 52 L &2fET.

(= (1b))
b. It happened on the evening of the 13",

(%78 2012: 72) 2

(9)  a.Tll be at work on Saturday.

2.1.3 @& in

BHi £ T inl2owTid (10) BELRFICE
LTBIFHNAE. (10a) O L) IZEARN LG4
2 ZELHIUE, (10b) DX IZHEDS) D
FERTZELH D, INHITHEREZONETH
BHRINTVEENVZ S,

(%27 2012: 42) 7
b. Do you prefer to sit in the dark? (ibid.)

(10)  a.He lives in London.

R % K3 in OFISC (1) 12 b FEED TR -
MTIxES. (1a) BEOHIM L VI BERDEDH Y,
(11b) EHRFKDOZ LIZERL, 6 &\ e
DEEFD B 5 .

(11)  a.In summer, I usually go to the sea.

e

(%7 2012: 43) 2

b. The exams are in six weeks time. (ibid.)

2.2 Eh s DFERE
BEE (2016) (12X B &, BIAEICIZLITO (12)
(R E R RE L BIEEEEED 2 o hh B T

(12)  a. ZEHIRERE - NUFE RGO —i%Gm
b. FIEHAEEE - IR EOWH ORI X Sk
i (#E% 2016: 121) 7

(12a) 122V TIE%RH (1970) ¥ 23 L oo,
(13) @ reading books Tld—Mkim& L CoOFiH
BLTHBY, T HEAT 2 [SIdFGsaz R\
EV)IRMDFHAD HIRiE S N5 Lk XD (FEEF
2016: 114) 7.

(13) 1 like reading books, but I don't like to read a
book now. (BEHF 2016: 114) 7
— 5T (12b) 2B L T, (14a) O locking the
door TIX R7IZHEEZ 2T TV AHERAERE S,
(14b) @ working on a Sunday TIZHEED 72 L
LLEONES, KEIZE 22hb o3 v7zE )
HEFPHREINDE LTS, £LT, Ihb
% to lock the door, to work on a Sunday & 3 X1
ZBHE,FZDL) BRI 205 L8 T 5 (B
B 2016: 119-121) 7.

(14) a.Iremember locking the door.
(KE®F 2016: 113,115, 120)
b. Just back from the office. I hate working on
aSunday.  (HEF 2016: 116,119, 121) "
3. I ELET SENFE at,
on, in DEBRAYS B F (Y

HIET E CTICHIER at, on, in DIGATFE & BRI,
ROB A ORI ZER L7, Thbodd i,
3HITIE, 180 (2) \RLEBAFHGBET 5
Y& OUIEF OBE®RE 9T 5. Tieo (15) 12
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I3 (2) 28T 5.

(15)  a.At hearing his name, Bill turned back as he
walked.

b. On getting out of my car, I noticed I'd shut

the key inside.

c. In buying a car, what points are important?

(= (2)

9, (15b) ®onE%Fl & (15¢) @ in H%
FHZDWT, /N (1976: 234-235) (XKD L9 12
T2 Y. on BI%31E when Hi% as soon as i
WAL, (16) Tlduy FU BB L2k b
BT WVIAT o722 EICIZRE ARSI E A
WEDT ETHA.

(16)  On reaching London, he went to a hotel.
(/NP 1976:234)

— 75 C, in B44 51 when Hi % while ETIZAH4 L,
(17) TIERBEL TV BETERLZEWH{T
BNEL /22 EDIRENS.

(17)  She discovered the missing packet in turning
out a cupboard. (/NP 1976: 235) Y
INHIE 2 EHICTHEREL 72 on OFEil L in OBEF
BT S, $abb, AiEFANNOB)KEE TR
SN DRI & EHI TR SN S HRFORIRMELZ
DWW, on TIXHIHE L HEDVHMLTHBY, in
TRAEOHIZREENEINTVDE L) ZET
Hb. THEIRD(18) DA S b bh 5. (18a)
TR FT7TZRHVRIZEEVH I Z TV LD,
(18b) TIX F7 &ZFT 7RI ABE L 720 Tld 7%
<, FT7TZRITLBICHEZEL TVD.

(18) a.On opening the door, 1 heard footsteps.

b. In opening the door, 1 broke the lock.
(/PG 1976: 235) *

72721, ZTZTon & inidFEHzED L5 12hb

NTWDA, BAFANETIRIICE T, 215
ORFEFEE L COMMO SN FIERL L. 2 IE,
(15¢) @ in buying a car (L EAR 7 HL OB A5 1H
EVIH) Db —ERE L CORDOEAEETIEL
TWaeEZLNL. HE (2016) DO\ B
DLFWKERE (= (122) THaH . ZTIZIFE
EWAT OO LONE V) FRIIEEINT
Wi, HETHLHEEZBAT LR 7O
ANITREEND 72T THY, ZNREO—fHE L
TR E NS,

KRR (18b) @ in opening the door IE, N7
EHITABICEAE L 0w WIRNEEE 25
&, BARM 7z moE <. FEE (2016) 12
B aB4FAOBFMEE (= (12b) TH2 7.
HARM 22 TR S, 2 OIRPDHE L 2 R
ICEREND. THIZHE (2022) AT 25
i L R OBEEGICLTEE2b0THS Y.

KIZ(152) D & 9 %% at )G DO G TH 5. (19)
ELTHILZHET 5.

(19) At hearing his name, Bill turned back as he
walked. (= (2a,152))

/ANTE(1976: 236) 1 when @ EBRIZHI A2, to
see/hear/know 72 & DK, HH OANE 74 124 24
L7z, By - B - BEHEORIFOSSERL
20T HIENSEVERND Y RIS, (19)
@ at hearing his name (X HTOXFIA2SH 2 2722
EMEH E 7o TIRD R D &) BIfEDSHE VL T
., ZLTIOL) REED D> TWEHZD,
at BIAFIE SCHEIZAE LI L, (200 o k)it
e B EYE £ IR OERICE LD T — A
VAR T PR NI 1< e A

(20)  We were surprised at finding the house empty.
(/INFG 1976: 234)

72 72 L, Corpus of Contemporary American
English (COCA) THEHT % & (2022 4F 10 H 27
HEE) ¥, SCHETO on BAFR in B4 3 L 1t
5 LR T O AR A5 & LT
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O at BYZFNEELR S, 25 1R K R B,
BAEDORRERL TV AW LR SN
QD) IS N-FHERT. (21a) ZHEYE
2 DBO—MNREETH Y, (21b) 1FHRITHEDS
HEET B0 BN R IRR S i Tn b

(21)  a.At planting, seed is slotted into a groove cut
into the soil.
b. At landing there may have been as little as
30 seconds of fuel remaining. (coca)
21) DL XD TNTIED LRSI
22 20T, kil g (1976) DA TIFFH
A RIL . 22T, 201 8 22 B CHERR L
7oHTE R at OFEIRB L OB ARG OEREE b & 12
HHTHH SN S at BiXF 2 O TEHET 5. at
3% 5o L) ITHiBAL, BiRILTsLn) 2k
Thorz. at BIRIIFEOHLINCERZ K TS/
T, ZOETOHTEMIB W TEALE R £ v o
72E ) IS OflF NGO TIERNE
VO HTERPHETH ), —iam= BRI
DRFL DML & o 2B A D HFA R B B\ LB
A ARRRE 2 Mo TR Z BltA§ 2 2 L I2idd
INMNTVRVDREEEZONL. 72721, (21)
D& REOEFTIIFRINLILELH 5.
Z 2T planting X landing (B %451 £ O b 445
IEDBHEATLZRITHL LV 00 LNk, &
B, A (1976) AiEdES A EECHEE, EiEO
FRITE SITEARIGHORIZED L EETH
5. 207w, EROFHNI/NE (1976) A&
TAHLHD at X FAE S 2 VB2 b UET
LH5DIT o TnAE.

5 on R in &, FARPEEFR 2 &, at & AT
fl# 2 5 LTX ) BN ERP D> T b
72012, LEIZBWTEAHOMIEZ EAT 5D
WZEBER VD EEZ NS,

4. AIE A at DFFENE

J f(ﬁ:i:f i%ﬂ% il 2% fél'f}quZ) HU B at D
FEn EC Tiferm L7275, ¥k 50 X 9 123msAL,

BEBAL S % at & —Mam 0 BAKI 35 1 O i ok
BB b A BRG] & OMAGDEIZIZD ) —D0F
HIREADRH L., UL atldmie LTE Lo,
HWEALT 2020 0b 5T, ZOHEDOEIEL D
WV 2 5 BRI O % F5RT B4 & 0 2
LIENHHEVIFETDH .

BISC (22) 1ZZDHEBITH L. (22a) 1IHRATHE
HAERET B0 BARMN IR, (22b) 1 EMAR 72
MBI BT AT, (22¢) FEA MV EED
BARWN RN Z ZNZFIURLTWwD, 22 That
&, BI%ASEKITITARIRELZELLTELD
LEWH) LG, ENHDD 6 THEEORERIC
T CHEE 2R TW5E, EhbE, ZT0at
TR 22 v BERE D - C, BN ET
W2 BRNIEAT S &) TE LR O —F
7ZrEZONL. L TENDEEHO L) IR
L EVnWHIZETHDL. ZHIZHE (2022)
2 & 2T L R OREEBO—TETH L & /e
5159

(22)  a. At landing there may have been as little as
(= (21b))

b. At sentencing, Zac's mother said the crime

30 seconds of fuel remaining.

against her son made her feel like she'd
failed him.
c. At shooting a pistol no one can touch him.

(coca)

5. ¥¢&®

KEaTIX, Bi%FA RS A HIER] at, on, in

DEMRIZOWT, RHIERRBIEN S, BiH6E]
OFERET b L ICHMRET L7z, FRICSCEHTEIAE DS
BT H%4E, on & inlZOWTIEFNEFNDOFE
fil & BEF &) BARRY 22 BOR & B A4 23R 3R
W& D, FEHZROMRS LIRS 2 L 2R L
7. Z LT, EHTEAFA»HGET S at i [ 5]
EV) L) BRI [ OBEREFELTBY,
TNDHEHFDO L D) ITHIMAONE EFEZ DD
BLoTidhwnhrbnw) ZbxFRLZ 2ofh
DORIEF DA T %P7 & B OBRMIEDFHE 12
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